
28 The London Marathon

Data sheet
The London Marathon is a race over a distance of 
26 miles and 385 yards around the streets of London. 
It has been held every year since 1981. 

The Marathon is not restricted to elite runners. 
Thousands of ordinary men and women take part 
in order to raise money for charity, making it one 
of the UK’s biggest fundraising events. In 2009, 
approximately 35 000 athletes took part, helping to 
raise a total of £47.2 million for charity.

There are three different starting points for the 
London Marathon. The starting points are coloured 
blue, green and red.
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London Marathon start information

Start
colour

Athlete
numbers

Types of
athlete

blue 151–28 000
54 251–59 000

elite, ballot,
wheelchair

green 28 001–33 250 good for age,
media

red 33 251–54 250 Gold Bond,
overseas, 

guaranteed

Note: Charities can allocate Golden Bond places to 

athletes who pledge to raise money for them.

Seven hundred 
thousand 300 ml 
bottles were used 
by London Marathon 
athletes in 2009.
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Question key:

 Open

> Beginner

>>  Improver

>>>  Secure pass

1  a Which park is the red start found by?
b Which road is the blue start found on? 
c Which colour start does a wheelchair athlete use?

2   After how many metres do the athletes using the blue start join with the 
athletes using the green start?

3  a What is the height above sea level at mile 12 of the route? 

b What is the range in height above sea level for the whole route?

c If you had to run two miles of the London Marathon, which two miles 
would you choose to run? 
Explain your answer. 

4  a What was the mean number of bottles of water used per athlete in 2009?
b What was the total amount of water used at the 2009 Marathon?

Give your answer in litres.

5   What was the mean amount of money raised per athlete in 2009?

6   In 2009, the average amount raised per athlete was £51 per mile.
  Approximately 800 athletes started the race but didn’t � nish.
  Estimate how much more money would have been raised if these 

athletes had � nished the Marathon.
  You must show all your working.

7   The table shows some information on the 2009 London marathon 
and the 2009 New York marathon. All times are given in hours (h), 
minutes (m) and seconds (s).

London New York

mean fi nishing time 4h 24m 31s 4h 24m 42s

fastest fi nishing time 2h 5m 10s 2h 9m 15s

slowest fi nishing time 10h 20m 47s 8h 59m 19s

number of men who 
fi nished the race

24 299 28 485

number of women who 
fi nished the race

11 351 15 175

  Use this information to compare the two marathons.
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