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The Blogosphere - Recording data13

Data sheet
Nathan and Rita are renovating 
a classic car as part of a college 
project. Their teacher has helped 
them set up a blog so that they 
can produce a record of their 
progress. Some data on their blog 
traffi c is given below.

What is a blog?

In simple terms, a blog (or 
web log) is a type of website on which items are posted 
regularly. The ‘posts’ (or 
entries) are usually arranged in chronological order, with 
most recent posts at the top of the main page and older 
entries towards the bottom.
Blogs are usually written 
by one person and cover a 
particular topic.

Day Total number of 
visitors

Number of 
returning visitors

Wednesday  40 14

Thursday  64 24

Friday  82 54

Saturday 110 46

Sunday  86 30

Monday  78 22

Tuesday  50 16

Wednesday  88 48

IP address Return count IP address Return count
123.321.123.1 2 544.455.544.5 0

789.987.789.7 1 357.753.357.3 1

345.543.345.3 0 913.319.913.9 4

567.765.567.5 5 791.971.791.7 5

902.209.902.9 4 333.444.555.3 2

119.911.119.1 2 644.466.644.6 1

332.233.332.3 3 369.963.369.3 10

554.455.554.5 7 222.444.666.2 9

987.789.987.9 12 657.756.657.6 0

246.642.246.2 1 853.358.853.8 1
Note: The return count tells you how many return visits have been made 
from each computer. A return count of ‘0’ means it is a fi rst-time visit.

Visit length (t) Number 
of visits

 t  10 seconds 120

10 seconds  t  30 seconds  72

30 seconds  t  5 minutes 110

5 minutes  t  20 minutes  46

20 minutes  t  1 hour  12

In 2008, 346 million people 
globally were reported to 
read blogs. 

The average number of blog posts globally in 
a 24-hour period is nine hundred thousand.
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Questions LEVEL 2

1   On average, how many blog posts are there globally in a 24-hour 
period? Give your answer in � gures.

2   Nathan and Rita post text and photos on to their blog on 21 January 
2010, 14 January 2010, 26 January 2010, 28 December 2009 and 
29 January 2010. 

  Arrange these posts in the order that they will be displayed on the blog.

3   How many visitors were there in total to Nathan and Rita’s blog over 
the eight days, Wednesday to Wednesday?

4   Visitors to a blog are classed as either � rst-time visitors or returning 
visitors. The total number of visitors is the sum of the numbers of 
� rst-time visitors and returning visitors.

  Work out the number of � rst-time visitors to Nathan and Rita’s blog 
over each of the eight days. Record your results in a table.

5  a Nathan uses the data they have, together with the results from Q4, to 
draw a dual bar chart to compare the numbers of � rst-time visitors and 
returning visitors. He uses a vertical scale from 0 to 110, going up in 
steps of 20. Do you think this is a sensible scale? Explain your answer.

b Draw a dual bar chart to show the numbers 
of � rst-time visitors and returning visitors to 
Nathan and Rita’s blog over the eight days.

6   Rita sets up a table to record the number and type of visits to their blog, 
using the data provided for each IP address.

  There are 3 computers with a return count of 0, so she records 3 against 
� rst-time visits.

  There are 13 computers with a return count of 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5, so she 
records 13 against 1–5 return visits.

Type of visit Number
fi rst-time visit  3

1–5 return visits 13
5–10 return visits
10+ return visits

  Nathan says that the table is incorrect. What do you think? 
Explain your answer.

7  a Set up a table with two columns, showing number and type of visit. 
Record the number of each type of visit to Nathan and Rita’s blog using 
the data provided for each IP address.

b Draw a pie chart to show the information in your table.
c Rita says, ‘The pie chart shows that once people visit our blog they keep 

coming back over and over again.’ Is Rita correct? Explain your answer.

8   Look at the data on visit length.
a In which category would a visit of 10 minutes be recorded?
b In which category would a visit of 30 seconds be recorded?
c Draw a pie chart to show the visit length data.
d Can Nathan and Rita use the pie chart as evidence that their blog is a 

success? Explain your answer.
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The IP address is a code 
given to every computer on 
the internet. Each IP address 
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Look at ‘Practise the 
maths’ 2.4 for how to 
draw dual bar charts.


